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PERSONAL INVITATION

United Nations Secretary-General’s High Level Panel on Civil Society
(Cardoso Panel) consultation local government leaders

4 November 2003, 10:00-13:00 at the ICLEI World Congress, Athens, Greece

Dear David,

I am honored to announce that the United Nations Secretary-General’s High Level Panel
on Civil Society and UN Relations (Cardoso Panel) has decided to use the occasion of
the 2003 ICLEI World Congress to host one in its series of consultations with civil
society, in this case local government.  I would like to invite you personally to join the
small group of 25 local government representatives selected to take part in this
consultation.

In September 2002, the UN Secretary-General highlighted the engagement of civil
society as an aspect of the UN Reform process and announced that he would “assemble a
group of eminent persons representing a variety of perspectives and experiences to
review past and current practices and recommend improvements for the future in order to
make the interaction between civil society and the United Nations more meaningful.”
The 12 members of the Cardoso Panel (named after its Chair, Mr. Fernando Enrique
Cardoso, former President of Brazil) have agreed on a Work Program that emphasizes an
open, transparent and consultative process, and it is as part of this process that three
members of the Panel will travel to the ICLEI World Congress in Athens to hear the
views of local government on interaction with the UN.

The meeting will be small and informal.  After a brief introduction to work of the
Cardoso Panel, participants will be asked to comment on the importance of the UN to
their work (forums and processes they most engaged in, how influential they feel within
these etc) and problems and best practices they have encountered in their UN
engagement.  A dialogue will then be started on recommendations for improving UN-
Civil Society relations.

I would like to invite you to join me in this consultation, and to take this opportunity to
directly influence the role of local government in its interactions with the United Nations.
Please let me know by Wednesday, 29 October 2003 if you will be able to accept this
invitation.  Further information about the Cardoso Panel can be found at
http://www.un.org/reform/panel.htm.

Best regards,

Konrad Otto-Zimmermann
Secretary General   
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ICLEI is an international
association of local governments
dedicated to achieving
tangible improvements in
global environmental and
sustainable development
conditions through cumulative
local actions. The Council is
formally associated with
the international Union of
Local Authorities (IULA).


